Masters of Arts
in French and Francophone Studies

Program Handbook

ROMAMNCE LANGUAGES
AND LITERATURES

Department of Romance Languages & Literatures
https://romancelanguages.nd.edu/

a . UNIVERSITY OF

NOTRE DAME
- College of Arts and Letters



https://romancelanguages.nd.edu/

Orientation

Students are required to attend the graduate student orientation at the beginning of their first
academic year in the program. This comprehensive orientation is conducted by the Graduate
School and offers a session specifically for international students. These meetings offer
invaluable information about living both on campus and in the surrounding area. This usually
takes place Monday and Tuesday of the week prior to the first week of classes.

The Department of Romance Languages & Literatures also conducts an orientation that will
focus on:

Teaching Essentials

e Lesson Design: Focus on communicative language use. Integrate vocabulary and
grammar within relevant contexts. Weave in cultural elements to deepen understanding.
Gradebook & Assignments: You'll learn how to input scores and manage assignments.

e Technology: Utilize our classroom tech for dynamic lessons.

Resources & Support

e CSLC Visit: A quick visit to the Center for the Study of Languages and Cultures (CSLC)
will introduce you to valuable language learning resources for both you and your
students.

English Lan Enhancemen niti

The Center for the Study of Language and Culture (CSLC) at the University of Notre Dame
offers the English for Academic Purposes (EAP) program. This program provides a structured
environment for language development through courses, workshops, and various other
resources. You can find more information about the EAP program by visiting their website:
https://cslc.nd.edu/courses/eap].

Beyond the university, the St. Joseph County Public Library facilitates English Conversation
Groups. These groups meet regularly, typically on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, offering a casual
setting to practice conversational English. To stay updated on their schedule and events, please
refer to their event calendar: hitps:/sjcpl.libnet.info/events?n=45&a=Adults%2CSeniors&r=days.

Academic Program

Thirty credit hours are required for the completion of the Master of Arts degree, which typically
constitutes ten courses. Students must be enrolled in at least nine credit hours per semester to
remain full time. With the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies, students may take up to
fifteen credit hours. When registering for classes, students must give priority to the French
graduate seminars offered each semester. Six credit hours can be taken at the 40000—level in
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the French section, or at the 60000-level or higher outside of the French section or outside of
the Department of Romance Languages & Literatures. Beyond these six credits, students must
obtain the permission of the Director of Graduate Studies.

Summer Courses

Students may take one course on campus during the summer session after their first year of
study at no extra charge. Students must apply for this with the Graduate Studies Coordinator
before course registration in the spring semester of their first year.

Graduate Minors

With the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies, students may pursue a graduate minor in
addition to their program in French. Options for graduate minors can be found among the list of
programs at the Graduate School.

Master’s Thesis

Students may choose to complete a Master’s thesis, though it is not required. Students must
declare their intent to do so upon enroliment in the program in the first year and in consultation
with the Director of Graduate Studies. The thesis enables students to learn advanced research
skills while pursuing a topic of personal interest under the guidance of a specialized advisor. It is
particularly suited for students wishing to pursue doctoral studies beyond the MA. Guidelines for
the Master’s thesis can be found in the Graduate School Bulletin, pp. 31-32.

Teaching

Students are typically required to teach and foreign language pedagogy is an integral part of
formation in the program. All students are required to take LLRO 63075—Foreign Language
Acquisition and Instruction during their first semester (for BA/MA students, during the first
semester of their fifth year). Teaching assignments are in addition to regular coursework and, for
those awarded a stipend, do not affect the stipend amount. Exceptions could be made for
students with external funding. The French language coordinator, in consultation with the
Director of Graduate Studies and the Director of Undergraduate Studies, will determine teaching
assignments.

Study Abroad

Students have the opportunity to study abroad in Paris at the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris Il1).
Students should signal to the Director of Graduate Studies their desire to apply for this program
as early as possible in their first year. Students enrolled in the BA/MA program are not eligible
for study abroad.

Oral Qualifying Exam
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The Oral Qualifying Exam takes place early in the second semester of the first year of studies
(in the case of the BA/MA program, early in the last semester of undergraduate study). Students
should meet with the Director of Graduate Studies at the beginning of the second semester at
the latest to discuss the exam and its expectations. All students taking the exam in a given
semester will receive a selection of passages, one from each tenure-stream faculty member, at
least seven (7) days before the scheduled exam. Students choose one passage and prepare an
explication de texte. Students must confirm to the Director of Graduate Studies their choice of
passage at least two days before the exam. The professor whose passage the student chooses
will serve as moderator of the discussion for the student’s exam.

At the scheduled time for the exam, students present their explication de texte for up to twenty
(20) minutes. Beginning with the moderator, all professors will have the opportunity to question
students on their presentation for up to 25 minutes. The Director of Graduate Studies will serve
as timekeeper.

Students will receive one grade on the entire exam. The Director of Graduate Studies will
communicate the student’s grade by email by the end of the day of the exam. The lowest
passing grade is a B.

Comprehensive Exam

The Reading List

At the beginning of the third semester of graduate study for students in the two-year Master’s
program,’ the candidate will, in consultation with an exam advisor and the Director of Graduate
Studies, draw up a list of works for the examination. Students choose an exam advisor from
among the tenured or tenure-track faculty, who then provide feedback on and approval of the
student’s reading list. Typically, the exam advisor has some expertise in the area in which the
student would like to specialize, but this is not required.

The list should be created with the following goals in mind: 1) including major works of literature
from periods not covered by the candidate’s course work (primary works could include but are
not limited to a selection of poems from a collection or an entire collection, a film, a television
series, or song), 2) including works from at least three of the traditional fields of study (Medieval,
Renaissance, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th centuries, and Francophone), and 3) including a set of
works that compose a coherent focus on a specific problem, theme, or topic reflecting particular
interests of the candidate (these might be, and wouldn’t be limited to: study of a single author,
study of a specific theme or question within a given period or across periods, study of a specific
genre within a period or across periods, etc.). (NB: In a Ph.D. program, this part of the exam
would be expected to lead to a dissertation proposal and prospectus.)

' Students in the BA/MA program will establish this list at the beginning of the first term of graduate study.
Coursework in the senior year and prospective coursework for their first semester in the MA program will
be considered in drawing up the list.



Recommended size and composition of reading list: 15-18 primary works and 10-15 secondary
works in French or English (with the latter relating to the field of specialization (see point 3 in the
previous paragraph). The secondary works can include articles as well as monographs or other
resources, with the approval of the student’s advisor. Some modifications and adjustments to
the list can be brought during the preparation period but a finalized list must be submitted to the
advisor and graduate liaison and approved by the end of the third semester. (Preparing and
studying the reading list can be considered the equivalent of a 3-credit graduate seminar.)

The Examination

The exam will entail a written and an oral portion. The Director of Graduate Studies is
responsible for soliciting and collating questions from the other tenured and tenure-track faculty
members for the written portion of the exam.

The written portion of the exam will be conducted in two sittings, with an oral portion to follow:

e Part A (Coverage/General Knowledge Question)—Composed of two essay questions
and one passage for explication de texte. The candidate will select one of the three and
write an essay. A French-language dictionary is permitted. (2 hours allotted)

e Part B (Specialization)—Two essay questions. The candidate will select one question
and develop an answer in an essay. All items on the reading list can be used, as well as
a French-language dictionary. (3 hours allotted)

e Oral Exam Follow-Up (scheduled within 7-10 days of the completion of both written
portions)—The candidate may elect to make a short oral presentation of 10-15 minutes
as a follow-up to the written portion, but this should not be a summary of the student’s
responses on the written portion. Q&A and discussion will focus on the oral presentation
(if the candidate has made one) and both parts of the written examination. (45 minutes
allotted)

Evaluation and Grading
Each individual portion of the exam will be assigned a grade, and the average of the three
grades will be the grade for the entire exam. As is Graduate School policy, a grade of B is the
lowest passing grade. If one individual portion brings the grade below passing, a retake can be

offered of that one individual portion within two weeks.

Second Language Requirement

Students in the MA program are required to demonstrate proficiency in a second language other
than French. This requirement may be fulfilled in one of four ways: 1) a passing grade on the
graduate reading exam in the target language, 2) a passing grade in a graduate reading course
on the target language, 3) three semesters or the equivalent of coursework in the target
language or 4) demonstrated proficiency in the target language, evaluated by a regular faculty
member in the appropriate department.
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