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Siena: The Life, Culture, and Devotion
of One of Italy’s Greatest Treasures
Prof. Vittorio Montemaggi
MW – Time TBA

Taught in Italian, this course offers the opportunity for an in-depth study of Italian life, history, art, and
religion, through detailed study of one of Italy’s best known and most loved cities: Siena. One of Italy’s
great medieval cities, Siena stands to this day as one of the most interesting, intriguing and fascinating
examples of defining dynamics of Italian culture: the inspiring relationship between art and public life;
the nourishing importance of food and wine; the fruitful tension between tradition and innovation; the
constructive encounter of sacred and secular. Siena is home to some of Italy's most wondrous art (Duccio,
Martini, Lorenzetti, Beccafumi) and some of its most breathtaking architecture (its Duomo, its Palazzo
pubblico). It also produces some of Italy’s most distinctive food and wine products (carne chianinia e di
cinta senese, panforte, Chianti). In the late Middle Ages it was the home of Saint Catherine and Saint
Bernardino, as well as one of the most powerful political and economic centres in the Italian peninsula. It
is home still today to one of Italy’s most lively, intense, dynamic, and controversial traditions: the Palio.
All of this life, culture, and devotion is brought together in Siena in and through the contrade, a form of
communal living originating in the Middle Ages and evolving ever since. It is also all brought together in
and through a particularly profound devotion to Mary, to whom the city has been dedicated since 1260. In
all of these respects - and more - to study Siena is to give yourself the opportunity of enriching in
uniquely profound ways your understanding of Italy. Through its research component, the course will
allow you to do so by developing in academically rigorous ways your own specific and particular interest
in Italian life and culture. Prerequisite: at least two 3-credit courses taught in Italian at the 30000 or 40000
level. Cross-listed with MI; History; European Studies; Art History; University Fine Arts, Philosophy,
Religion, and Literature.

