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ROSP 63010-01: INTRODUCTION TO THEORY AND RESEARCH IN HISPANIC 
LITERATURES AND CULTURE 
W 3:30-6:15 
M.R Olivera-Williams 
This core course will provide students with a hands-on introduction—in Spanish--to the analysis 
of literary texts from a variety of genres and eras. It will also provide the elements of literary and 
cultural theory that are key to success in the profession of Hispanic Studies. By the end of the 
course students should: 

•  Understand formalist as well as other approaches to the reading of literary texts, with an 
emphasis on Hispanic literary and cultural texts in particular; 

•  Comprehend the basics of modern literary theory and criticism, and understand the 
unique contribution of critics and theorists from Latin American and the Iberian 
peninsula; and 

•  Be able to formulate research questions and carry out a major research project in the 
field of Hispanic literary studies. The course will focus on basic concepts of 
hermeneutics, linguistics and the theory of signs, literary history, cultural studies, as well 
as key approaches to reading poetry, narrative, drama, film and other cultural objects. 
Special topics (at instructors’ discretion) may also include issues of gender, sexuality, 
race, disability, cultural and national identity, translation, colonialism and 
neocolonialism, memory and trauma, etc. Students will also receive a practical 
introduction to bibliographical research and management of search and information tools. 
Course requirements will include substantial weekly readings, full engagement with the 
readings and class discussions, presentations and a major final research paper. This major 
research project will be presented orally to the Spanish section (students and faculty) 
during the last week of class. This course is required of all first-year M.A. students and 
fourth-year B.A./M.A.s in the Program in Iberian and Latin American Studies. New Ph. 
D in Literature students concentrating in Hispanic literatures and cultures and 
undergraduate students in the honors program are strongly encouraged to take this course 
as well. 

ROSP 63910-01: THE SPANISH BAROQUE AND THE CREOLE IDENTITY: A 
TRANSATLANTIC DIALOGUE 
R 3:30-6:15 
J. Vitulli 
The course will focus on the Baroque era during the Spanish Empire and its relationship to the 
construction of the Creole identity in Latin America. The seminar analyzes the cultural 
production in Sixteenth- and Seventeenth-century Spain, through its interaction with its colonies 
(Mexico and Peru). The goal of this approach is to reflect how this connection has played a 
crucial role in the configuration of Spain and Latin America identity. Canonical readings on the 
seventeenth-century colonial Baroque have conceived it as a mere reflection of the European 
tradition. Despite these beliefs, my approach tends more toward the premises of a group of 



scholars who have pointed out that the intellectual production written in Latin America—also 
known as the Baroque of the Indies—cannot be reduced to an isolated reproduction of peninsular 
aesthetical forms. This theoretical perspective has demonstrated instead that some texts of the 
period anticipate the question of a distinctive continental identity. During the seminar, we will 
examine the intersection between the consolidation of the Creole identity and the development of 
Baroque culture. This Creole intervention in the transatlantic dialogue will be studied through the 
mechanisms of re-elaboration and appropriation of the baroque canon used by the “letrado 
criollo” during the second half of the XVII Century. The Creole performance would be 
understood as a sign of political and aesthetical distinction (using Bourdieu´s concept) within the 
walls of the Latin American lettered city.  Crosslisted LIT 73980 
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