
Iberian & Latin American Graduate Courses – Spring 2014 
 
ROSP 63010-01 NTRODUCTION TO THEORY AND RESEARCH IN HISPANIC 
LITERATURES AND CULTURE  
T 12:30-3:15 
B. Heller  
This core course will provide students with a hands-on introduction—in Spanish--to the 
analysis of literary texts from a variety of genres and eras. It will also provide the elements 
of literary and cultural theory that are key to success in the profession of Hispanic Studies.  
By the end of the course students should:  

 understand formalist as well as other approaches to the reading of literary texts, 
with an emphasis on Hispanic literary and cultural texts in particular;  

 comprehend the basics of modern literary theory and criticism, and understand the 
unique contribution of critics and theorists from Latin American and the Iberian 
peninsula; and 

 be able to formulate research questions and carry out a major research project in 
the field of Hispanic literary studies.  

The course will focus on basic concepts of hermeneutics, linguistics and the theory of signs, 
literary history, cultural studies, as well as key approaches to reading poetry, narrative, 
drama, film and other cultural objects. Special topics (at instructors’ discretion) may also 
include issues of gender, sexuality, race, disability, cultural and national identity, 
translation, colonialism and neocolonialism, memory and trauma, etc.  Students will also 
receive a practical introduction to bibliographical research and management of search and 
information tools. Course requirements will include substantial weekly readings, full 
engagement with the readings and class discussions, one shorter paper and a final, major 
research paper. This major research project will be presented orally to the Spanish section 
(students and faculty) during the last week of class. This course is required of all first-year 
M.A. students and fourth-year B.A./M.A.’s in the Program in Iberian and Latin American 
Studies. New PhD in Literature students concentrating in Hispanic literatures and cultures 
and undergraduate students in the honors program are strongly encouraged to take this 
course as well. 
 
ROSP 63241-01 CREATING FEMALE DISABILITY IN EARLY MODERN SPANISH 
DISCOURSES 
W 12:30-3:15 
E. Juarez-Almendros 
This course examines, from the perspective of feminist disability theories, the concepts and 
roles of women in selected Spanish discourses and literary texts from the end of the 
fifteenth to the seventeenth century. The purpose is to show how diverse early modern 
texts perpetuate traditional notions and segregation of female bodies considered imperfect 
and inferior in contrast to the norm of male corporeality. 
 
In addition to selected theoretical approaches, the readings include primary Spanish 
medical and moral treatises as well as a variety of literary texts such as Fernando de 
Rojas’s Celestina, Francisco Delicado’s Lozana Andaluza, the picaresque novels Lazarillo de 



Tormes, Buscón and Guzmán de Alfarache, Cervantes’s La tía fingida and Coloquio de los 
perros, Quevedo’s satirical poetry and Teresa de Ávila’s Libro de la vida. 
 
This class will be conducted in Spanish but it is open to any graduate student that can read 
and understand the language. [Cross list with GS, LIT, MI] 
  



 


