
Spring 2016 - Romance Languages Undergraduate and Graduate Courses 

Subject to change. Please refer to InsideND for the most up-to-date, accurate information. 

LLRO 10111 – Beginning Quechua 
MWF 9:25-10:15 
V. Maqque 
Join the millions of Quechua speakers in South America and around the world. Quechua was the official 
language of the Inca civilization and continues to be spoken by over 10 million people in six countries in 
South America today. Beyond its conventional rural environment, Quechua has expanded almost 
everywhere in our modern world. This course includes basic aspects of the Andean cultures as part of the 
Quechua instruction. We will explore Quechua stories from ancient and recent times as well as its 
development in the digital world. Students will acquire elementary knowledge and use of Quechua for 
everyday interaction. This course can be taken as a six-credit hybrid introductory language course, which 
combines traditional classroom with on-line instruction. Students attend class with a Quechua native 
instructor (MWF) and work on-line (T-TH). Or it can also be taken as a three credit regular course with 
MWF instruction format. The instructor will balance both spoken and written Quechua as well as exercise 
reading and listening. Knowledge of Spanish is desirable but not required.Cross listed with LAST 10502.  
  
LLRO 10113 – Beginning Catalan  
MWF 10:30-11:20 
L. Francalanci 
This is a variable three or six-credit hybrid introductory language course, which combines traditional 
classroom with computer enhanced (CE) instruction. Students who sign up at the three-credit level attend 
class with an instructor (MWF); students who sign up at the six-credit level attend class with an instructor 
(MWF) and work individually on specifically designed computer-enhanced course materials (T-TH). The 
focus of the course is on a balanced approach to acquisition of all language skills –equal emphasis is placed 
on spoken and written Catalan– and appreciation of Catalan Culture reading, films, music, and class 
discussion. Combined with an advanced knowledge of Spanish or another Romance Language, Beginning 
Catalan can allow students to quickly develop reading skills for their research.  The study of Catalan 
language, culture and history is key to achieving a full understanding of Spanish-Catalan relations as well 
as the socio-cultural complexity of today’s Spain, and is highly recommended to students who want to 
enhance their knowledge of the Iberian Peninsula. Given the significant Catalan immigration to Latin 
America –particularly during the second part of the XIX and the first part of the XX centuries-, the study of 
Catalan language and culture can also provide students with a broader understanding of the history of 
countries such as Cuba, Argentina or Uruguay, among others. The interest of Catalan, however, is not 
limited to the field of Iberian or Hispanic studies: the study of its historic presence in the Mediterranean, as 
well as the actual situation of Catalan within the European Community, in fact, can also foment a better 
knowledge of the multiplicity of political and linguistic identities present in contemporary Europe, giving 
students the chance to explore many different topics related to history, socio-linguistics, anthropology, art-
history, literature, and beyond. 
  
LLRO 10118 – Beginning Creole II 
TR 3:30-4:45 
K. Richman 
Creole is spoken by an estimated seventeen million people. Creole is spoken on the islands of the 
Caribbean and the western Indian Ocean that were former or current French colonial possessions and in the 
countries where many of these former island residents have emigrated, including the United States, Canada, 
France, Dominican Republic, Bahamas and other parts of Latin America and the Caribbean. Haitians are 
the largest Creole speech community of approximately eleven and a half million speakers. Creole language 
courses provide a valuable foundation for Notre Dame faculty, staff and students working to understand 
and address critical issues related to Haiti and the Francophone world, from language and culture to history 
and education, from engineering to public health. Creole language and literature are of increasing interest in 
the dynamic field of Francophone studies. Creole has also become a major area in the field of linguistics, 
especially in areas of language evolution, sociolinguistics and linguistic anthropology. This is a six-credit 



hybrid introductory language course, which combines traditional classroom with on-line instruction. 
Students attend class with an instructor (T-TH) and work on-line (MWF). The instructor will balance both 
spoken and written Creole as well as exercise reading and listening. (Variable 3 or 6)  
  
LLRO 13186-01 - University Seminar: Reading the City: Barcelona in Literature and Cinema 
TR 9:30-10:45 
L. Francalanci 
From the lively cultural capital of the nineteenth-century to the gloomy city of the years following the 
Spanish Civil War, the transformation of Barcelona into the hip Mediterranean city of today has been a 
long and sometimes troubled journey. Representations of the city found in the works of writers and artists 
who were born, have lived in, or traveled through Barcelona provide a privileged vantage point onto the 
spatial, cultural and social transformations the city underwent during the last century. Trough readings, 
films screenings, and class discussion, this course will introduce students to the construction of the image 
of the vibrant Catalan capital from the revival of Catalan culture during the late nineteenth century to the 
present day. Throughout the semester, students will have the opportunity to explore a broad variety of 
topics such as contemporary Spanish and European history, art-history, architecture, cultural identity 
politics, space and spatial literary theory. Readings and screenings will include works such as George 
Orwell’s Homage to Catalonia (1938), Mercè Rodoreda’s The Time of the Doves (1962), Juan Goytisolo’s 
Marks of Identity (1966), Pedro Almodovar’s Todo Sobre Mi Madre (1999), Colm Tóibín’s Homage to 
Barcelona (2002) and Woody Allen’s Vicky Cristina Barcelona (2008), among others. 
  
LLRO 13186-02 – University Seminar: Literature, Ethics, and the Pursuit of Knowledge: Reading 
Primo Levi 
TR 2:00-3:15 
V. Montemaggi 
This course explores the work of Primo Levi, focusing especially on his Holocaust writings. Students will 
engage with the questions that such writings raise concerning the nature of meaning, creativity, suffering 
and freedom. Through this, students will be invited to reflect on the relationship between literature and the 
study of literature, and on the ways such reflection might illuminate, and be illuminated by, reflection on 
human identity and community. 
  
LLRO 13186-03 – University Seminar: Blood: A Cultural History 
TR 2:00-3:15 
A.Leone 
Blood lies at the intersection of many disciplines (literature, theology, philosophy, etc.). Accordingly, this 
course will explore blood’s significance in various genres and mediums – from vampire films to detective 
shows; from medieval frescoes depicting infernal punishments to mystics’ visions of communion with 
Christ; from ancient Greek conceptions of human anatomy to tales of war and transformation in the 
classical Latin epics. We will discuss how blood’s meanings – spanning different eras and cultures – often 
seem contradictory. For example, blood can signify violence but also vitality. Blood has been used to 
marginalize or persecute individuals or groups (women, Jews, immigrants, the poor, people suffering from 
disease), but images of Christ’s blood are also important inclusive symbols in Catholic theology and 
practice. These tensions, however, are partly what make blood’s implications so powerful. As this course 
intends to be collaborative, students will be responsible for leading at least one class discussion, giving 
short presentations and writing regular papers throughout the semester. 
  
LLRO 33000 – Exploring International Economics 
M 5:00-6:00 
S. Williams, M. Flannery, D. Della Rossa 
In this special course designed for inquisitive international economics / romance language majors, students 
will attend a number of lectures, panels, and seminars on campus during the semester, with a follow-up 
discussion for each led by either a visitor or a member of the economics or romance languages faculty. 
Before each session, students will be expected to complete a short reading assignment. At each follow-up 
session, the students will submit a 1-2 page summary and analysis of the talk, with a critical question for 
discussion. The goal is to encourage students to enrich their major experience by participating in the 



intellectual discussions that occur amongst ND and visiting scholars across the campus, distinguished 
alumni, and professionals in the field.  
  
LLRO 40107 - Between Religion and Literature: Meaning, Vulnerability and Human Existence  
TR 9:30-10:45 
V. Montemaggi 
Designed as a Gateway Course for the Philosophy, Religion and Literature Minor (prlminor.nd.edu), this 
course explores how theology and literature can combine to enrich our understanding. Focusing on the 
work of Augustine, Aquinas, Dante, Shakespeare, Dostoevsky and Primo Levi, we will address questions 
such as: ‘How does the way we use language bear upon our notions of truth?’; ‘How are the intellect and 
the imagination engaged by literary texts?’; ‘How does all this relate to how we think about God, human 
nature, and the relationship between them?’ Such questions will be addressed, in particular, by reflecting on 
how the texts studied invite us to think about love, forgiveness, vulnerability and creativity. 
  
LLRO 40116 – Dante II 
TR 2:00-3:15 
C. Moevs 
Dante I and Dante II are an in-depth study, over two semesters, of the entire Comedy, in its historical, 
philosophical and literary context, with selected readings from the minor works (e.g., Vita Nuova, 
Convivio, De vulgari eloquentia). Dante I focuses on the Inferno and the minor works; Dante II focuses on 
the Purgatorio and Paradiso. Lectures and discussion in English; the text will be read in the original with 
facing-page translation. Students may take one semester or both, in either order. 
  
LLRO 48100 – Senior Research Project – IERL 
S. Williams, M. Flannery 
This course is reserved for students in the International Economics and Romance Languages major for 
completion of their senior research project.  
   
LLRO 61075 – Practicum in Teaching Spanish 
TBD 
M. Jancha 
This weekly practicum is designed for graduate students who serve as Spanish Teaching Assistants in the 
Department of Romance Languages. The course focuses on the development of organizational and 
presentation skills needed to excel as a foreign language teacher. Students carry out micro-teaching projects 
and collaborate to develop a portfolio of their own activities based upon the principles learned in the 
course.  
  
LLRO 61076 – Practicum in Teaching French 
TBD 
M.C. Escoda-Risto, A. Haileselassie 
This coure is designed for graduate students in the M.A. program in French and is mandatory during their 
first year of teaching. It complements the theoretical basis for foreign language teaching methodology 
provided in LLRO and gives students hands-on practice with the organizational tasks and pedagogical 
procedures that are pertinent to their daily teaching responsibilities.  
  
LLRO 61077 – Practicum in Teaching Italian  
M 1:15-3:15 
A.Blad 
This course is designed for graduate students in the M.A. program in Italian and is mandatory during their 
first year of teaching. It complements the theoretical basis for foreign language teaching methodology 
provided in LLRO and gives students hands-on practice with the organizational tasks and pedagogical 
procedures that are pertinent to their daily teaching responsibilities. 
	


