
FALL 2012 ROMANCE LANGUAGES COURSES 
LLRO 10101-01   BEGINNING QUECHUA I              MWF 9:35-10:25, T 9:30-10:45 
G. Maldonado 
 The principal aims of this beginning-level Quechua Language course are to encourage the 
development of competency and proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and to generate 
cultural understanding. LLRO 10101 taken in connection with LLRO 10102 and 20201 fulfill the 
language requirement. Crosslisted with LAST 10500. 

LLRO 27201-01      INTERMEDIATE QUECHUA I        TR 2:00-3:15 
G. Maldonado 
 An intermediate-level, third-semester college language course with emphasis on and refinement 
of grammatical competence and oral and written language skills. Class time is dedicated to interactive 
discussion encouraging the development of language proficiency and generating cultural understanding. 
Crosslisted with LAST 27501. 

LLRO 40114-01     DANTE’S DIVINE COMEDY: THE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSE AS POETRY    
Z. Baranski              TR 2:00-3:15 
 Dante is the greatest religious poet of Western culture, and his great epic poem, the Divine 
Comedy, offers a remarkable and original synthesis of his view of the fundamental relationship between 
God and humanity. The course offers an introduction to Dante’s Commedia (the title of the poem is 
Comedy and not Divine Comedy as is commonly believed) by focusing on the first of its three parts, 
Inferno, while also paying significant attention to its other two parts, Purgatorio and Paradiso. Classes 
will principally concentrate on providing readings of individual cantos. (The course will be divided into 4 
introductory lectures, 12 classes on Inferno, 7 on Purgatory, and 6 on Paradiso.) At the same time, 
broader issues central to Dante’s masterpiece will be discussed. In particular, attention will be paid to 
Dante’s ties to classical and Christian culture, his political views, his ideas on language, his involvement 
in contemporary intellectual debates, his efforts to use poetry for ethical and religious ends, and his 
literary experimentation (including his perplexing choice of title for his masterpiece). The course is open 
to all second-, third-, and fourth-year students, and will be taught in English. Dante’s poem, too, will be 
read in English translation, though students with a reading knowledge of Italian are encouraged to read it 
in both languages. The translation is that found in the annotated bilingual edition by Robert and Jean 
Hollander (Doubleday). Crosslisted MI 40565/ROIT 40114. 

LLRO 40520-01  CONTEMPORARY EUROPEAN CINEMA           TR 3:30-4:45/T 5:00-7:00 
O. Morel 
 As in French literature, there is a long history in French cinema of depictions of poverty. The 
working class, the lives of the working poor, the homeless and other “vagabonds” make frequent 
appearances in films from France. Nevertheless, many film critics point out that, with few exceptions, the 
theme of poverty disappeared from the screens for a while, especially during the 1970s and 80s, when the 
economic crisis arose. Things started to change slightly toward the end of the 80s, but it wasn’t until 
recently that something significant happened in French cinematic production: in the past several years, 
poverty has made a strong and remarkable comeback. From comedies to socially engaged feature films 
and documentaries, there is now a wave of films depicting a new form of poverty: a “systemic poverty” 
that affects every social category. The acclaimed “Une Vie Meilleure” by Cédric Kahn and “Louise 



Wimmer” by Cyril Mennegun are probably the best examples of this trend; both films, released at the end 
of 2011 and beginning of 2012 respectively, are breaking the cliché of a French cinema often seen by 
critics as too “bourgeois,” self-centered, apolitical and unaware of the world’s challenges. 
 Poverty is obviously not a topic limited to French cinematic production, and in this course we 
analyze the prolific French creation alongside films from other European countries (Italy, UK, 
Belgium…). We try to distinguish among different periods represented in these films, and we seek both 
commonalities and differences among these cinematic works.  
 We will watch and analyze a selection of pertinent films while reading critical texts on the 
subject, such as, for example, Pierre Bourdieu’s famous book on the “Misère du Monde” (“The Weight of 
the World: Social Suffering in Contemporary Society”). 
 We will also welcome the French filmmaker Cyril Mennegun to our class, or at the very least, we 
will organize a skype discussion with him on his 2012 film, “Louise Wimmer.” Crosslisted with FTT 
40250/LAB 41520 

LLRO 61075-01    PRACTICUM IN SPANISH       W 12:45-1:45 
A. Topash-Rios  
 This weekly practicum is designed for graduate students who serve as Spanish Teaching 
Assistants in the Department of Romance Languages. The course focuses on the development of 
organizational and presentation skills needed to excel as a foreign language teacher. Students carry out 
micro-teaching projects and collaborate to develop a portfolio of their own activities based upon the 
principles learned in the course. 

LLRO 61076-01    PRACTICUM IN FRENCH                  M 1:00-2:15 
M.C. Escoda-Risto  
 This course is designed for graduate students in the M.A. program in French and is mandatory 
during their first year of teaching. It complements the theoretical basis for foreign language teaching 
methodology provided in LLRO and gives students hands-on practice with the organizational tasks and 
pedagogical procedures that are pertinent to their daily teaching responsibilities. 

LLRO 61077-01    PRACTICUM IN ITALIAN         M 1:30-3:00 
A. Blad  
 This course is designed for graduate students in the M.A. program in Italian and is mandatory 
during their first year of teaching. It complements the theoretical basis for foreign language teaching 
methodology provided in LLRO and gives students hands-on practice with the organizational tasks and 
pedagogical procedures that are pertinent to their daily teaching responsibilities. 

LLRO 63075-01    FOREIGN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND INSTRUCTION      R 12:45-3:15 
A. Blad  
 An introduction to theories of foreign language acquisition and methods of foreign language 
instruction related to them, including the direct, cognitive, communicative, and input (natural) 
approaches. Required of teaching assistants in the department. Crosslisted with LIT 61603. 

LLRO 63090-01        LITERARY TRANSLATION: THEORY AND PRACTICE     T 12:45-3:15 
B. Heller  
 According to George Steiner, "inside or between languages, human communication equals 
translation." In this course we will explore together what this means, both in theoretical terms (semiotic, 



political, cultural) and in its practical aspects, with a focus on the challenges that translation poses for 
notions of national literatures. We will discuss in seminar fashion readings in translation theory, from 
Benjamin to Borges to Steiner, Chamberlain, Robinson, Apter, Spivak and Venuti. We will benefit from 
class visits by scholars and practicing translators who will discuss translation history and/or problematic 
aspects of the process. We will also explore various aspects of literary translation through translation 
exercises. Students will be expected to complete a significant piece of original translation (a body of 
poetry, a play, a series of short stories or novella, etc.) by semester's end. Crosslisted with LIT 73226. 


